The magazine is free to microscopists in North America and to MSA members anywhere. A small subscription fee is charged for readers not qualified as above, but that barely covers postage. We give non-qualified authors of MT articles free one-year subscriptions. Advertising pays for the publication and distribution of MT. Magazines like MT are probably the primary reader source of information regarding vendors of instruments, services, and supplies in microscopy. In each issue our goal is to have not less than 50% editorial content relative to advertising content. We have never exceeded 40% advertising. The number of pages in any issue is determined by how many ad pages we have: more ads = more articles in any given issue. The ads are dispersed throughout the magazine on right-hand pages only, opposite editorial content, to be sure to give every ad the benefit of reader interest on every two-page spread.
Ron Anderson is trying to retire, and MSA Council has appointed Charles Lyman as his successor effective in 2009. Ron will stay on to help Charles in the transition. We are taking this opportunity to rethink MT's format and mode of doing business in this era of electronic publishing. The best way to begin a magazine reformatting process is to undertake a survey of the readers. Accordingly, we designed a survey and engaged Barbara Foster of Microscopy/ Microscopy Education to implement and conduct the survey for us. The survey was e-mailed to about 10,000 MT subscribers and we hoped for at least 450 responses back to us so as to guarantee a better than ± 3% confidence in the results. We were pleased to receive nearly 800 responses. Thank you to those that participated.
The survey results follow. Many questions had an "Other" choice. There were quite a few responses in this category-far too many to include here. Any reader wishing to view the "Other" responses is invited to contact one of the authors. The download will also contain cross-correlation data, e.g. How many earth scientists work in government, etc?
Survey Results
To better analyze the data, we began with a few demographic questions: 1. Which of the following best describes your DISCIPLINE?
• Get the correct answer up to 100x faster. Really.
©2008 Thermo Fisher Scientific Inc. All rights reserved.
Moving science forward
Precision and Speed The Thermo Scientific NORAN System 7 speeds you to answers with blazing fast processing at more than 1,000,000 counts per second. Our impeccable accuracy gives you confidence in your results.
Manual or Automatic?
In one system you get the ultimate in automation as well as the flexibility to examine your sample manually. Experience the speed of the NORAN System 7. Sample our demo at www.thermo.com/reallyfast.
Thermo Scientific NORAN System 7
The optimum combination of detector, analyzer and software for X-ray microanalysis.
How do you use the ads in Microscopy Today?
• Page through, looking at the visual aspects • Page through to see which companies have ads We interpret this to mean that scientists do not write a purchase order based on looking at an ad only. An ad is an entry point to see what is available in the market and to seek more information. Articles with applications, that provide far more information than an advertisement can possibly contain, have an even greater influence on buying decisions. Of course, there is no one item that informs a purchase decision. All of the categories above play a part along with other forms of input. 12. If there were an electronic version of Microscopy Today as well as a printed version, to which would you be more likely to subscribe?
• 
Breadth of Coverage
The re-styled Microscopy Today will have an editorial board. It will be more pragmatically oriented than the editorial board of the Society's scientific journal, Microscopy & Microanalysis. We want to make sure that this board reflects your interests. (Scopes, software, accessories, etc) .
The following new categories have been recommended. Which would be of interest to you?
• Microscopy/Spectroscopy hybrid technologies (Raman, NIR, FT-IR, etc.) 
